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AnHorauus. Crarbs MOCBAIICHA aHAJIN3y OLCHOK COBPEMCHHBLIMU AHIJIOA3BIYHBIMU HUCTOPUKAMHA

TakTUKM KOMMYHUCTHYECKOIO0 MHTEpHALMOHANIA, TIOJYyYUBIIEH Ha3BaHUE «KJIACC MPOTUB KIIACCa.
B pabote mpencraBiieHbl OLEHKU HCCiel0BaTeNIel, NPUASPKUBAIOLIINXCA TPAAUIIMOHAIUCTCKON U
PEBU3MOHUCTCKOM MapajurM B OCMbICIeHUU TeMbl. OTHOIIEHHE HCTOpUKOB K KoMuHTepHY
00yCJIOBIMBAET MX B3IJIS/ABI U HA TAKTUKY «KJIAacC MPOTUB Kiaccay. « TpaaulinoHaNUCThl» HAXOAAT
apryMeHTbI, TOJTBEP)KIAIOUIME €€ BpPeAHOCTh M TYOUTEIbHOCTb, KakK JJIs OTHENIbHBIX
KOMMYHHMCTUYECKUX TapTUH, TaK W JUIs CTpaH U PETMOHOB B II€JIOM, YTBEp:KJas, YTO MapTUIHbIE
gucTku 1928-1934 rr., B X0/1€ KOTOPHIX OBLIM MCKIIOYEHBl MHOTHE TAJAHTIMBBIE PYKOBOJAUTEIH,
NpUBEIM K 3HAUUTEIBHOMY OCIAOJNEHMIO POJIM W 3HAYEHMs KOMIAPTHH; IMPOCYETHI
KOMUHTEPHOBCKOI'O pPYKOBOJCTBA, WIHOPUPOBABIIETO MECTHYIO CHEUU(HKY, 4Yalle BCEro
CTaHOBUJIUCH PUYMHON M3OJISILIMU 3TUX MAPTHH, CHUKAIIM UX MOJIUTUYECKUN aBTOPUTET B pabouem
JBWKEHUH. «PEBU3MOHUCTBI» B OOJBIIMHCTBE CIIy4aeB MPHUXOMAT K BBIBOAY, YTO B YKa3aHHBIN
NepUoJl JIaHHAasl TaKTHKa ObUIa BIOJHE YMECTHOM M Kak MPABWJIO OMPABIBIBAIOT €€ CIElU(pUKON
MIOJINTHYECKOW cuTyanuu B EBponme wm  wmupe. McTopuku, NpuAEpKUBAKOIUECs JTaHHOTO
HaIpaBJIeHUs, N3HAYAIBHO CTPOWJIM CBOU CY)KJIEHUSI B OCHOBHOM Ha JIOTaJIKax, OJIHAKO B YCIOBHUAX
OTKPBITUSI APXMBOB UM YyJAJIOCh C(POPMUPOBATH BHYIIMTEIbHbBIM KOMIUIEKC apryMEHTOB, KOTOPBIH
cenall UX MO3ULUM JOCTaTOYHO KpenkKUMHU. M3ydas HallMOHAJIBHBIA U MECTHBIN YPOBHHM, YUEHBIE
BBUSICHWIIM, YTO BO BpeMsl «TpeTbero mnepuoja» KomuHTepHAa Ha ypOBHE OTIENbHBIX CTpaH M
PErHOHOB BOIPOCHI 0€3pabOTHUIIBI, PACOBBIX MPOOJIEM, 3alUThl MpaB pabouuX U T.[. JOCTATOYHO
4acTo M YCHEIIHO petiajiich MMEHHO KOMMYHHCTAMHU, HHOT/Aa B COI03aX C COLUAIMCTaMHU U COLUa-
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JeMOKpaTaMy; ObUT CO3/1aH psAJ MEXKIYHApOJHBIX OpPraHu3alui; KOMMYHUCTHYECKOE JIBH)KEHHUE
ObUIO MOMYJISIPHBIM HE TOJIBKO CpeAu padoyuX, HO M B Kpyrax MHTeureHuud. Hosusna paGoTsl
3aKJII0YAeTCsl B TOM, YTO BIIEPBbIC OIICHKM TAKTHUKH «KJIacC MPOTHB KJIACCa» COBPEMEHHBIX
AHTJIOSI3BIYHBIX HCTOPUKOB OOBEAMHEHBI B OJHOM wuccienoBannu. WHpopmanmonHoi 0a3oit
MOCITY>KUJIM MOHOTpauu U CTaThH, MOCBSIICHHbIE NesTeIbHOCTH KOMUHTEpHA U ero 3apy0eskKHbIX
CeKIUH, U3JaHHbIC B MOCJIETHUE ACCITUIICTHS B aHTJION3bIUHbIX cTpaHax: Benukoopurtanuu, CLIA,
Kanane, Apctpanuu, HoBolt 3enanauu.

KiaroueBble ciaoBa: wucropuorpadus, «KJIacC TPOTUB  KIACCA», «TPATUIUOHATUCTHD,
«peBU3MOHUCTBI», Hapomuwiii ¢pont, KommyHucrtuyeckas maptusi BemukoOpuranum (KIIB),
Kommynucrtuueckas naprust ['epmanuu (KIIT'), Kommynuctuueckas maptus CIIA (KIT CIITA)
Jasi umtupoBanusi: Cyzoanvyes HM.A. COBpEeMEHHBIE aAHIJIOA3BIYHBIE HCTOPUKH O TaKTHUKE
Komuntepna B 1928—1934 rr. // Historia provinciae — sxypran peruonansHoit ucropun. 2024, T. 8,
Ne 4. C. 1276-1298, https://doi.org/10.23859/2587-8344-2024-8-4-6; EDN: RWRUUS

Present-day English-speaking historians
on the tactics of the Comintern in 1928-1934

Abstract. The article is devoted to the analysis of the assessments given by present-day English-
speaking historians to the tactics of the Communist International referred to as the tactics of class
against class. The article presents the assessments of the researchers adhering to the traditionalist
and revisionist paradigms in the comprehension of the topic. Their attitude towards the Comintern
determines their views on the tactics of class against class. The traditionalists find arguments
confirming its harmfulness and destructiveness both for individual communist parties and for
countries and regions as a whole, arguing that in 1928-34 many talented leaders were expelled from
communist parties, which greatly weakened the role and decreased the significance of the latter;
miscalculations of the Comintern leadership, who ignored the specificity of local conditions, most
often led to the isolation of those parties and decreased their political authority in the labor
movement. Revisionists most often come to the conclusion that during the period under
consideration this tactics was quite appropriate and most often justify it, among other things, by the
specific political situation in Europe and in the world. Historians who adhere to this trend initially
based their judgment mainly on guesswork, but in the context of the opening of archives, they
managed to produce an impressive set of arguments that made their positions quite strong. By
studying the national and the local levels, scholars found out that during the Third Period of the
Comintern, it was the communists (sometimes allied with socialists and social democrats) who
resolved the issues of unemployment, race, protection of workers’ rights, etc. at the level of
individual countries and regions quite often and successfully; a number of international
organizations were established; the communist movement gained popularity not only among
workers but also among the intelligentsia. The novelty of the work lies in the fact that the
assessments of the class-against-class tactics by modern English-speaking historians are combined
in one study for the first time. The information base of the research includes the monographs and
articles devoted to the activities of the Comintern and its foreign sections that have been published
in recent decades in the English-speaking countries: Great Britain, USA, Canada, Australia, and
New Zealand.

Keywords: historiography, class against class, traditionalists, revisionists, Popular Front,
Communist Party of Great Britain (CPGB), Communist Party of Germany (KPD), Communist
Party of the United States of America (CPUSA)
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BBenenne

TakTrka «Kiacc MpPOTHB Kjacca» OblUla MpoBO3IJIalieHa Ha JIeBSITOM IieHyme
NKKU (9-25 depans 1928 r.). Cauraercs, 4To ee peaausanus IpoaonKaiach 10
1934 1. (MHOT/IAa OSTOT BPEMEHHOW OTPE30K HA3bIBAIOT TpPETbUM MEPUOIOM
Komunrepna), moka smnepsl KoMuHTEpHA ¢ ydyeToM  HEOOXOIUMOCTH
aHTU(haMCTCKON 00pbObI HE HAaYaIu pa3padaThiBaTh HOBYIO MOJUTUYECKYIO JIMHUIO,
Ha3BaHHYIO TakTUkKoi Hapomubix (poHTOB. AKTYaabHOCTH TEMBl BbI3BaHA
OTKPBITUEM HOBBIX ApXUBHBIX (OHIOB, TIJIaBHBIM o00Opazom B Poccuiickom
rocyJIapCTBEHHOM apXuBe colnalibHO-noauTuyeckot ucropuu (PI'’ACIIN), koTopbie
MOTYT TOCIIOCOOCTBOBATh PEIIECHUIO CHOPHBIX, MAJOU3YYEHHBIX, MO0 TPeOyOIMMX
NIEPEOCMBICIIEHUSI BOIIPOCOB, CBA3aHHBIX C TaHHOW TakTHKOM KomuHTepHa. B mosnb3y
371000/THEBHOCTH MIPOBEAEHHOTO aBTOPOM aHanu3a  TOBOPHUT TaKXKe
MIPOJIOJDKAIOIIMICS ~ UCTOpUOTpaUUecKrii Ccrop, B  KOTOPOM  HCCIIEOBATENH
NBITAIOTCS OLUECHUTh BIWsSHUE METON0B W wupaeosiornn Il MHtepHanunonana Ha
MOIUTUYECKYI0 CHTYAIMIO B ONPEACNCHHBIX CTpaHaX M Mupe'. B aHMIOA3BIYHOI
uctopuorpadpurn  KoMMyHHCTHUYECKOTO  HMHTEpPHAIMOHAJNA  CJOXKUIOCH  JIBa
KOHIIENTYJIbHBIX MOAX0/1a K U3YUYECHHIO €T0 AEATEIbHOCTH — TPAAUIIMOHAIUCTCKUN 1
peBU3MOHUCTCKUU. OCHOBHBIE HCCIIEJOBAaHUS, HAIMMCAHHbIE B COOTBETCTBUHU C
TPaAULIMOHATIUCTCKUM TMOAXO0J0M, ObUIM OMYOJIMKOBAaHbI B TOAbl XOJIOJAHOW BOWHBI.
KoMmuHTEpH B 3THX MyOJMKALUsAX Ha3bIBAJICS MPOBOJHUKOM HMHTEpecOB MOCKBHI, a
NEpPUOJ PEATN3alMi TaKTUKH «KJIACC MPOTHUB KJIACCa» — CaMbIM MPayHbIM 4acoM B
ero wucrtopuu, MomeHTtoM, korma B |ll  HMuTepHarmonane BOCTOPKECTBOBAT
CTANMHM3M, 9YTO HAHECIO MAKCHMANbHBIA yImepd paboueMy IBIDKCHHIO .
[IpeacraBuTeny peBU3MOHUCTCKOM KoHLenuuu, opopmusiieiics B 1980-e rr. B CILIA
u BenukoOpuTaHuu, oTMe4aii MPUPOCT WICHCTBA B KOMMYHUCTHYECKHX MapTHSIX
(npeumymiectBeHHo B Kommynuctudeckoit maptuu BemuxkoOputanuu (KIIB) u
Kommynuctuueckoit maptun CIIIA) Bo BpeMs «TpeThero meprojia», 4to MO3BOJIUIIO
IIPOBOJIUTH  HE3aBUCUMYIO  IIOJIMTHKY M, COOTBETCTBEHHO,  I10Jb30BATHCS
NOMYJISIPHOCTBhIO B HApOJHBIX Maccax. JDTU HCTOPUKHU paccMmarpuBanu KomuHTepH
KaKk coOpaHHMe HAIMOHAIbHBIX KOMMYHHUCTHYECKUX MapTUM, oOnagaBmmx (B

Y Cysoanvyes M.A. Jluckyccus B aHTIOS3BIMHON  HcTOprorpadunm  KOMMYHHCTHYECKOTO
naTepHanmonana // zsectus FOro-3anagnoro rocymapcreenHoro yauBepcutera. Cepus: Ucropust
u npaBo. 2023. T. 13, Ne 6. C. 283-296.

2 Cysoanvyes U.A. Tonuruka KomuaTepsa B orHomenn: KoMmyHuicTHYecKoi napTiu Mcmanum
B HMHTEpIpeTallud COBPEMEHHBIX HcTOpUKOB // Historia provinciae — >KypHaJl PerMOHaIbHON
uctopun. 2023. T. 7, Ne 2. C. 652.
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pa3TUYHBIC TIEPUOABI B pa3HOUN (OpME M CTETICHH) CAaMOCTOSATEILHOCTHIO B TIPUHITHH
BHYTPEHHHUX KJIIOUEBBIX MOJIUTUYECKUX pemeHHﬁ3.

Jluckyccusi B UCTOPUYECKOW Hayke mpojospkuiack B 1990-e rr., Korja TakTHKa
«KJacc MPOTUB KJlacca» Ha3bIBallaCh, C OJIHOM CTOPOHBI, KaTacTpohUUYECKON aJis
HALMOHATBHBIX KOMIIAPTHH, C APYroif — GIArONpPHATHON IS WX IOJUTHKH MPH
YCIOBUM COXPAaHEHMS 3HAYMTEIIBHOW aBTOHOMHM OT KOMMYHHCTHYECKOTO
I/IHTepHaLII/IOHaJIaS. B HacTosimee BpeMsi MpPOJOIKAET YBEIMYUBATHCS KOJUYECTBO
myOJIUKaIMi, TTOCBAIIEHHBIX 3TOMY BOIIPOCY, OJHOMY M3 CaMbIX JAWCKYCCHOHHBIX B
KOMUHTEpHOBeJeHUU. IIpu >TOM B  OOJIBIIMHCTBE CBOEM  MCCJEAOBATEIN
OPUACPKUBAOTCA ~ TPAJULUHOHAIMCTCKOM  TMO3MUMU UM BBICKA3bIBAIOTCS O
JECTAOMIIM3UPYIOIIUX TOCIEACTBUSAX «TPEThEro nepuoiay KomunrepHa.

OcHOBHas YacTh

[enbIit psl UICTOPUKOB MPUXOAUT K BBIBOJY O TOM, UTO TaKTHKa «KJIACC MPOTHUB
KJj1acca» crocoocTBoBaia u3ossiiuu Kommynuctuaeckoit naprtuu ['epmanun (KIIT),
KOTOpas B UTOTe OblIa JIUIIEHA BO3MOXXHOCTH OOPOTHCS C (halllu3MOM COBMECTHO C
coai-geMokpatamu. B mpuxoge k Biactu (dammctoB B ['epMaHuu  OHH
YCMAaTpPUBAIOT 3HAYUTEIIBHYIO BUHY KOMI/IHTepHaﬁ. bpuranckuil wuccienoBaTenb
Jbx. Omu (G. Eley) cumraer, 4ro TaKTHKa «KJIAaCC TPOTHB Kjacca» IpHBeNa K
neMokpatindeckoMy obunmannio |1l Marepranmonana’. Ero cooTedecTBEHHHK
3. lpro (A. Drew), uzyuas BIMSHUE YKa3aHHOW TAaKTUKA HAa KOMMYHHCTUYECKYIO

3 Cysoanvyes H.A. CoBpeMeHHas aHIIos3blyHas ucrtopuorpadus KommyHHCTHYECKOTO
uHTepHanuoHana / Hosas n Hoe#mas ucropus. 2021. Beim. 4. C. 19-20.

* Hargreaves J.D. The Comintern and Anti-Colonialism: New Research Opportunities // African
Affairs. 1993. Vol. 92, iss. 367. P. 255-261.

> Solomon M. The Cry Was Unity: Communists and African Americans, 1917—1936. Jackson,
MS: University Press of Mississippi, 1998. P. xxiv.

®Mcllroy J., Campbell A. “For a Revolutionary Workers’ Government™: Moscow, British
Communism and Revisionist Interpretations of the Third Period, 1927-34 // European History
Quarterly. 2002. Vol. 32, iss. 4. P. 535; Manley J. Moscow Rules? 'Red' Unionism and 'Class
Against Class' in Britain, Canada, and the United States, 1928-1935 // Labour/Le Travail. 2005.
Vol. 56. P. 32; Twiss T. Trotsky and the Problem of Soviet Bureaucracy: A dissertation of Doctor of
Philosophy. University of Pittsburgh, 2009. P. 400—402; Pedersen V. It’s Hard to be Popular: The
Marine Workers Industrial Union and the Coming of the Popular Front // American Communist
History. 2012. Vol. 11, iss. 3. P. 286; LaPorte N., Hoffrogge R. Weimar Communism as Mass
Movement. 1918-1933. London: Lawrence & Wishart, 2017. P. 17; Smith S.A., Pons S.
Introduction to Volume | // The Cambridge History of Communism. Vol. I. World Revolution and
Socialism in One Country 1917-1941 / edited by S. Pons, S.A. Smith. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2017. P. 44.

"Eley G. Forging Democracy. The History of the Left in Europe, 1850—2000. Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2002. P. 281.
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naptuto KOxHoit Adpukuy, MUIIET, YTO 3TOT MEPHUOJ XapaAKTEPU30BAICI YHCTKAMH,
pacragaMu COI30B C IPYTHMH IMOJUTUYECKUMU TPYIIIAMH, YTO BBI3BAJIO B NAPTHHU
CEPBE3HYIO JI€30praHr3alNI0, TPOJOJDKABIIYIOCS 10 cepeauabl 1930-x rr.?, xorma
nociie mepexoga Kk Taktuke Hapoausix ¢pontoB B 1935 1. curyauus
CTaOMIIN3UPOBAIIACE.

CBoii BBIBOJ O TOM, 4TO Oopb0a ¢ «couuan-(ammcraMu» MpHUBeIa K U30JISIUN
¢ummnanos Komuurepna, Opuranckue ucropuku Jx. Makumpoir u A. Komnbemn
(J. Mcllroy, A. Campbell) moarBepxmaroT psgoM HpUMEPOB, KaCAFOIIUXCS
eBponeickux kommaptuil: @Ppaniy3ckas KoMmmyHucthueckas mnaptus (DKII)
notepsiia 11 mect B mapiaMeHTe, €€ YUCIEHHOCTh COKpaTWiach 3a JiBa roja C
45 TteIc. uneHoB 10 38 Teic.; Kommynuctuueckas naptusi Ucnanuu (KIIN) He cmora
BOCITIOJIB30BaThCS MaJleHUEeM JIUKTaTypel B 1929 r., Tak kak ee nuuepsl ObulH
apectoBanbl B MockBe; UWranbsHckas kommyHuctuueckas mnaptus (MKII)
noctpagana or KomuHtepHa Oofbliie, 4eM OT (ParmcToB, U3 Hee ObUIM UCKIIFOYCHBI
psi zepoB, Hanpumep, A. Tacka’.

B w™onorpaduu, nocesmennou KIIB, Opurtanckue wuctopuku Jx. Haen wu
JI. Penton (J. Eaden, D. Renton) Tarxke cocpeaoTauMBalOT CBOE€ BHUMAaHHUE Ha
OTPULIATENBHBIX MOCIEACTBHUIX TAKTUKHU «KJIACC MPOTUB KJIACCA»: MAPTHS JIMIIWIACH
MPO(COIO3HBIX AKTHUBUCTOB, YJIEHCTBO B HEW 3HAYUTEIBHO COKPATHJIOCh, OHA
0Ka3aJ1aCh YACTHYHO H30JMPOBAHA OT MOJTHTHYECKOH GOphObI B cTpame’™. I10106HbIe
te3uckl B oTHomeHuu KIIB mpucyrctByoT B paboTax MX COOTEYECTBEHHUKOB
Jlx. Herocunrepa, M. Kasansr u JIx. Jadpd (J. Newsinger, M. Kavanagh, J. Luff)*".
Amepukanckuii uccnenosarenb k. Paynep (J. Fowler) mumrer, yto B Hauaie
1930-x rr. Kommynuctnueckas naptus Kuras Opina packonora GpakiimOHHOCTBIO U
MOYTH YHUYTOXKEHA Hu3-3a TpeOoBaHui KoMuHTEepHa NpHU3BIBaTh K BOOPYKEHHBIM
BOCCTAHMSIM CPeId paboumx M KpecThsiH -. K CXOXKHM BBIBOJAM, TONBKO yKE B
oTHomieHnn KommyHuctuueckoid mnaptun HoBoil 3enaHaum B 3TOT TEpPHUOA,

® Drew A. Discordant Comrades. Identities and Loyalties on the South African Left. London &
New York: Routledge, 2000. P. 108, 132.

% Mcllroy J., Campbell A. “For a Revolutionary Workers” Government”. P. 539-540.

10 Eaden J., Renton D. The Communist Party of Great Britain since 1920. New York: Palgrave,
2002. P. 1, 31, 40.

' Newsinger J. Recent Controversies in the History of British Communism // Journal of
Contemporary History. 2006. Vol. 41, iss. 3. P. 560-562; Kavanagh M. British Communism and
the Politics of Education, 1926-1968. Doctoral thesis. University of Manchester, 2018. P. 37;
Luff J. Labor Anticommunism in the United States of America and the United Kingdom, 1920-49 //
Journal of Contemporary History. 2018. Vol. 53 (1). P. 123, 126.

2 Fowler J. Japanese and Chinese Immigrant Activists. Organizing in American and
International Communist Movements, 1919-1933. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press,
2007. P. 80.
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npuxogut A. Tpamesnuk (A. Trapeznik), xKOoTOpblii MHIIET, YTO KOJIUYECTBO €€
YJICHOB B OTH TOJBI COKPATUJIOCH, a JIIOOOE OTKIIOHEHHE OT Tpebyemoit MockBou
TOJUTHKH MPECIIeI0BAIOCh HEMEUICHHBIM HCKIIOYEHHEM W3 TAPTHHHBIX PAIOB .

Awmepukanckuii ucropuk C. Dmn (S. Epp), paccmarpuBas B CBOEH cTaThe
nesTeNbHOCTh YUibsiMa KonrcHIKa — KOMMYHUCTA, H30PAaHHOTO B TOPOJICKOM COBET
Bunnunera (CIHIA) B 1920-e rr., H0Ka3bIBaeT, YTO «YyJbTpajeBas» TaKTUKa
KomuHTEpHa peann3oBbIBaiach U HA HU30BOM YpOBHE. DM NPHUBOJAUT CIEAYIOIIHMA
¢dakt Omorpaduu KonucHuka: paHee COTpyIHUYABIIMN ¢ Mpodcoro3amMu, B KOHIIE
1920-x rr. OH, MO TpeOOBaHHUIO MAPTUHU, OOBUHWI UX B MPEAATEIHCTBE MHTEPECOB
0e3paboTHBIX, CTaJl WHUIMATOPOM KOH(IMKTa B TOpCOBETE M BCKOPE MOTEpIHeN
Opa)KeHNE Ha MYHUIIUNTAJIbHBIX BbIOOpax B HOsiOpe 1930 r. 310, MO MHEHUIO aBTOpa
CTaThd, TOBOPHT O HACTYIUICHHHM «TPEThero Imepuoga» B Bumxnmmere'.
CooteuectBennuk C. Onna M. Poman (M. Roman) B moHorpadguu, nocBsIeHHON
pacusmy B CIIA B 1920-1930-¢ rr., oTMeuaer, utro KoMunTepH m3gan B OKTIOpe
1930 r. pe3omronuto, KoTopas npeanucbiBaina auaepaM KommyHuctruuecko napTuu
CHIA (KIT CIIA) BoBi€KaTh YEPHOKOXKHUX pabOUMX B KU3HB MPOQPCOI030B, 00yUaTh
UX U MPOJBUTATH HA PYKOBOJSIINE JOKHOCTH. OJIHAKO UTHOPUPOBAHUE JIHJIEPAMU
KoMuHTEpHA MECTHBIX YCIIOBUI MPHUBEIIO K €111€ 0O0JIbIIEMY pa3MEKEBAHUIO padOUero
KJjiacca AMepI/IKI/IlS.

K. Mopran (K. Morgan) u3 BenukoOputaHuu cuumrtaer, 4YTO OJHOBPEMEHHO C
peanu3anMeldl TaKTUKH «KJIAcC TMPOTHUB Kjlaccay Hadalach «CTAJIIMHU3AIUS
KomunTepHa, koTopas 3akirodaigack B TOM, 4YTO JUIsl MOAYMHEHUs MoCkBe B
OOJILIIMHCTBE €BPONEMCKUX KOMIAPTHM K BIACTH ObUIM MPUBEICHBI KaJIPbl, BEPHBIC
CTAIMHCKOM  TOJIUTHUKE, oOJagaBuIMe aOCOJMIOTHOM  BIACTbIO U TOTOBBIE
OECIpPEeKOCIOBHO BBIMOJHATH yKazaHus Boxas: . Teneman (KIII'), K. T'oTBambjg
(KITY), I. Mommurr (KIIB), FO. Jenckuii (KITIT), X. duac (KITA) u ap.*°

bputaneny A. Amu JIxan (A. Ali Jan) xoHcratupyer, 4TO H3-3a YUCTOK B
KOMMYHUCTHYECKUX MApPTUAX, HadyaThiX B 1928-1929 rr., OBUIO MCKIIOYEHO MHOTO
MMEHUTBHIX KOMMYHHCTOB, BBIP@XaBIIMX HECOTJacCMe C HOBOW  TaKTHKOU
KomunTepha, Takux, Hanpumep, kak M. Poii'’. B KII CIIIA, 110 MHEHHIO KaHAICKOTO

3 Trapeznik A. “Agents of Moscow” at the Dawn of the Cold War. The Comintern and the
Communist Party of New Zealand // Journal of Cold War Studies. 2009. Vol. 11, iss. 1. P. 138.

“Epp S. A Communist in the Council Chambers: Communist Municipal Politics, Ethnicity, and
the Career of William Kolisnyk // Labour/Le Travail. 2009. Vol. 63. P. 93-94, 98.

!> Roman M. Opposing Jim Crow. African Americans and the Soviet Indictment of U.S. Racism,
1928-1937. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2012. P. 15.

% Morgan K. International Communism and the Cult of the Individual. Leaders, Tribunes and
Martyrs under Lenin and Stalin. London: Springer, 2017. P. 42-43.

" Ali Jan A. A Study in the Formation of Communist Thought in India, 1919-1951: A
dissertation of Doctor of Philosophy. University of Cambridge, 2018. P. 59, 74.
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ucrtopuka JLx. Mommm (J. Manley), TakumM KOMMYHHCTOM OBLI TEHEpaJIbHBIN
cekperapp naptuu Jx. JIacToH ™. TakTUKy «KJIacc MPOTHUB KJIaccay I SIOHCKOTO
KOMMYHUCTUYECKOTO  JBWJKEHHS  CUMTAaeT  TIyOWTEIbHOM  aMEepHKaHCKHIA
uccnenoateab M. Kpyk (M. Crooke). On numiet, uro cHavana KoMMmyHHCcTHYECKAS
naptus fAnoHuy ObUla 3ampellieHa Kak OpraHu3allvs, MPU3bIBAaBIIAS K CBEP>KEHUIO
MOHapxuu, a K 1935 T. GoJblIas 4acTh e¢ PYKOBOJWTENCH OBUIM apeCTOBAHEI .
Awmepukaner; M. Ceariep (M. Swagler) otmedaer, 9yto BMemaTenbetBo KoMuHTepHA
Bo BHyTpeHHHe naena Kommynucruueckoin maptum IOxnoit Adpuxu (KITIOA) B
koHIe 1920-x rr. morpy3wjio MapTUIO BO (PPAKIHMOHHOCTb, a MPOEKT CO37aTh
coOCTBEHHbBIEC HETPUTIHCKUE MTPO(COr03bl moTepnen neygauy, nzonuposas KITHOA ot
3HAYHTEIBHON YacTH pabouero Kmacca cTpaHbi-. Cxoxas co CBIIIEPOM PHTOPHKA
CBOWCTBEHHA aBcTpaiuiickoMy uctopuky 3. Cmury (E. Smith), koTopsrii mumret, uto
«Tpetuil  mepuoa»  Obl1 g a@pPUKAHCKMX  KOMMYHUCTUYECKHX  MapTUH
KaTacTpOUYECKUM: TIOYTH BCSI TOBCEAHEBHAs JIEATEIbHOCTh IPEKpPaTUiIach,
YUCJIICHHOCTh COKpAaTWiIach J0 HECKOJIBKUX JECATKOB wWieHOB. [Ipm srom Cmut
BIIOJIHE CIPABEVIMBO OTMEYAET, yTo B KOHIUE 1920-x rr. KoMuHTEpH ydacTBOBal B
CO3[IaHUM JIBYX OpraHu3auuii — JIurm mpotuB mmiepuainiMa u MexIyHapOJIHOTO
KOMHUTETa MNPO(COI030B HEIPUTIHCKUX PAOOYMX, YTO CHOCOOCTBOBAJIO YCHUIIEHUIO
AHTHKOJIOHUAIBHOI GOPHObI- .

OngHako pacTeT W 4YUCIO MHCCIENOBAaHUM, aBTOPBI KOTOPBIX OTMEYArOT
MOJIOKUTENIbHBIE HWTOTM  «TpeTbero mnepuona» Komunrepna. Hampumep, psa
UCTOPUKOB CUHTAIOT, 4YTO uyuciaeHHocTh KIIB B 310 Bpems yBenmnuumnace.
Hccnenosatens u3 Beaukooputanuu 3. Topn (A. Thorpe) o0bsicHsAET 3TO TeM, 4TO K
MapTUH, BBHUY MONYJSPHOCTH €€ MPOTpaMMbl, MPUCOEAUHSUIUCH Oe3paboTHBIE, a
takke TeM, yTo KIIB addextuBHO padorana B npodcoro3ax, OTCTauBas MHTEPECHI
pabouero kmacca”. Ero cooreuecrennuia H. @uuvan (N. Fishman) cuanraer, uto
KIIB mnpakthuecku HEe 3aTPOHYJIA «CTAJWHU3ALMS» — IMAPTUMHBIA anmapar JIAIIb

'8 Manley J. Moscow Rules? P. 20.

9 Crooke M. Betraying Revolution: The Foundations of the Japanese Communist Party //
Master's Projects and Capstones. University of San Francisco, 2018. P. 20-21.

20 swagler M. The Russian Revolution and Pan-African Marxism // Review of African Political
Economy. 2018. Vol. 45, iss. 158. P. 626.

2! Smith E. National Liberation for Whom? The Postcolonial Question, the Communist Party of
Great Britain, and the Party’s African and Caribbean Membership // International Review of Social
History. 2016. Vol. 61. P. 287; Smith E. Against Fascism, for Racial Equality: Communists, Anti-
Racism and the Road to the Second World War in Australia, South Africa and the United States //
Labor History. 2017. Vol. 58, iss. 5. P. 679-682.

22 Thorpe A. The Membership of the Communist Party of Great Britain, 1920-1945 // The
Historical Journal. 2000. Vol. 43, iss. 3. P. 782, 799; Thorpe A. The Communist Party and the New
Party // Contemporary British History. 2009. Vol. 23. P. 487.
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u3pelKa WHCTPYKTUPOBAJ MECTHBIE OTHEJICHHSA, B KOTOPBIX COXPaHSIINUCH
JIEMOKPATHYCCKHE MEXAHU3MBI~

Ha coBpeMeHHOM »3Tame uenblid psj CBOMX padOT OnmyOJMKOBAJIM KaHAJCKUE
UCCJIeIOBATENH, MPUACPKUBAIOIINECS PEBU3MOHUCTCKUX TMO3UIUNA B OTHOIICHUU
Kommynuctrueckoit maptuu Kanaaer (KIIK). C. ®opcaiit u K. ITarpuac (S. Forsyth,
C. Patrias) cuwmrator, uto KIIK B konme 1920-x — Hauane 1930-X rr. urpajia BaKHYIO
pOJib B COOOIIECTBAX MMMMIPAHTOB, BO3TJIABIISIA JIBHXKCHUSI O€3pa0OTHBIX U OblLia
BOCTpeGOBaHa cpein TBOpUeckoi muTeumurenmmn’ . U. Makkeii (1. McKay) Taxxke
oTpunaet Hannuue B Kanane «MOCKOBCKUX MPaBUID «TPETHETO MEPHOAA», OTMEYas,
yTo KaHajackue peanmn — ydactue KIIK B Tpen-toHnoHM3ME, NBHKEHHUU
6e3paGoTHEIX, 6opbOe ¢ JemopTamueii — crabo KOHTPOIHPOBanHch KOMHHTEpHOM? .
JIx. bpennan (J. Brennan), m3ywas cutyamuio B ropoxae PemkaiiHa, mumier, dTo
npooOpa3 Oyaymero HapogHoro ¢gpoHTa 3/1€ech ObUT CO3[aH 32 HECKOJIBKO JIET 0
obuMaIbHOTO TpoBo3MamieHusi; ropojckoe otaeiaeHue KIIK Obuio  oueHb
BIUSITEIBHBIM — BO3TNaBUB ¢uinnan HamuronanesHo# acconuaruu 6e3paboTHBIX, OHO
cmoruio B 1930 r. BeIBECTH HA IEPBOMANCKUI MUTHHT § ThIC. 4e0BeK .

Uccnenosatens n3 CHIA P. Ctopu (R. Storch) B psae nyonukaiiuii otMevaeT, uTo
YUKAarckue KOMMYHHUCTBI B KOHIE 1920-x — nawane 1930-x rr. HampaBwim cBO€
BIMSTHUE Ha HOBBIE JJIs ce0sl colMaibHbIe TPYMIBI — adpoaMepUKaHIIeB, CTY/ICHTOB,
Xy/O’KHHKOB, TIHcaTeseil — M MOCTENEeHHO NPHOOPENy aBTOPUTET B 3THX KPyrax’
yjeHcTBO B ropojackoMm otaeneHuu KIT CIIIA B Yukaro B 3TOT NMEPHOJ POCIO B
palioHax, TJe TMNPOrpaMMHBIC YCTAaHOBKM KOMMYHHCTOB KacalluCh TpoOseM
TPy IS CS .

B 2008 u 2011 rr. 6putn omyOnMKOBaHBI MOHOTpa(dUU, B KOTOPbIX aMEPUKAHCKUE
uctopuku I'. T'mmmop, V. ToBapnx m M. Makananu (G. Gilmore, W. Howard,
M. Makalani) muuryr, uro B Hawame 1930-x rr. B Hoio-HMopke, Bupmunreme

2 [ur. mo: Mcllroy J., Campbell A. The Last Word on Communism // Labour History Review.
2005. Vol. 70, iss. 1. P. 97.

24 Forsyth S. Communists, Class, and Culture in Canada // Working on Screen. Representations
of the Working Class in Canadian Cinema / edited by M. Khouri, D. Varga. Toronto; Buffalo:
University of Toronto Press, 2006. P. 47; Patrias C. Immigrants, Communists, and Solidarity
Unionism in Niagara, 1930-1960 // Labour/Le Travail. 2018. Vol. 82. P. 126, 129.

2 McKay I. Joe Salsberg, Depression-Era Communism, and the Limits of Moscow’s Rule //
Canadian Jewish Studies. 2013. Vol. 21. P. 132, 134, 136.

26 Brennan J.W. ‘The Common People Have Spoken with a Mighty Voice’: Regina’s Labour
City Councils, 1936-1939 // Labour/Le Travail. 2013. Vol. 71. P. 57, 63.

27 Storch R. American Communism and Soviet Russia: A View from Chicago's Streets American
Historical Association, New York City, 2009 // American Communist History. 2009. Vol. 8, iss. 1.
P. 27-28.

28 Storch R. “Run Quick and Find the Reds”: Historians’ Search for American Communists /
American Communist History. 2019. Vol. 18. P. 85.
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KOMMYHHUCTBI OpPTaHWU30BaJli KaMIAaHUU TPOTUB Oe3pabOTHIIBI, TOJUIIEHCKOTO
MIPOM3BOJIA, CETPEralnu, CIOCOOCTBOBAIM OCBOOOXKIEHUIO «TapHei n3 CKOTTcO0po»
(cyneOnbrii  mpomecc 1931 1. mo OOBHHEHWIO B HW3HACWIOBAHWH JIEBSITH
adpoaMepUKaHCKUX IOHONICH, KOTOpble OBUIM OIMpaBIaHbl CYJOM HPUCSKHBIX),
MPOABHTANH HACIO MEKPACOBOH COMMIAPHOCTH . II03XKe OTH TE3MCHI OBLIH
MoJIepKaHbl aMepHKaHCKUM uccienoBarenem JIk. bapperrom (J. Barrett)®. Hx
cooreuectBeHHUK Jk. 3ymodpd (J. Zumoff) mpumen x BeBomy, uto KII CIIIA
ChIrpaia BEAYIIYIO POIb B PCLICHHH PACcOBOTO BOIPOCA . H B MOABEME OOPHObI
pabourx 3a cBon mpasa’. [10100HbIe BEIBOABI 3yMO(( TAKKe IeTaeT B OTHOLICHUH
pabounx nBrwxeHud KyObl u Kocra-Puxn™, Bxnan OputaHckod W HUJEPIAHICKOU
KOMMYHUCTHYECKUX TApTHMl B peElIeHHe Bompoca 0e3paboTUIlbl  OTMEYaeT
oputaHckmii  mccmemoBatens . Bucmkec  (E. Weesjes)*,  ®pamrysckoit
KOMMYHHCTHYECKO}T TapThu — ero cootedectBeHHnk C. Cmut (S. Smith)®.

B psnme paboTr mpeacTaBiaeHBI MOJIOKUTEIBHBIE OIEHKH TAaKTUKH «KJIACC MPOTHB
Kkjacca» Ha adpukanckom koHTHHeHTe. VMctopuk u3 Coenunennbix llltatoB C. Auu
Myxkepmku (S. Ani Mukherji) momyepkuBaeT, uto MoOCKBa B INEpPBOH IOJIOBHUHE
1930-x rr. crama unentpom depHod guacnopsl B EBpomne, CCCP oxa3biBan
MaTepUATBHYIO TOJICPKKY OpraHU3alUsIM, 3aHUMAaBITUMCS aHTHPACHCTCKOW W
AHTHUKOJIOHUAIIBHOU nponaraHﬂoﬁ%. Oty wuzaer pas3BuBaer OputaHen X. Anu
(H. Adi), koTopslii iHIIeT, 4TO Havaiao 1930-X IT. — 3TO MeproI, MOPOUBIINN TAKKUX

2 Gilmore G.E. Defying Dixie: The Radical Roots of Civil Rights, 1919-1950. New York:
W.W. Norton & Company, 2008. P. 118-128; Howard W.T. Black Communists Speak on
Scottsboro: A Documentary History. Philadelphia, PA: Temple University Press, 2008. P. 1-27;
Makalani M. In the Cause of Freedom: Radical Black Internationalism from Harlem to London,
1917-1939. Chapel Hill, NC: The University of North Carolina Press, 2011. P. 133-134.

% Barrett J.R. What Went Wrong? The Communist Party, the US, and the Comintern //
American Communist History. 2018. Vol. 17, Ne 2. P. 181.

31 Zumoff J.A. The Communist International and US Communism, 1919-1929. Leiden: Brill,
2014. P. 23.

%2 Zumoff J.A. The Left in the United States and the Decline of the Socialist Party of America,
1934-1935 // Labour/Le Travail. 2020. Vol. 85. P. 165.

% Zumoff J.A. Ojos Que No Ven. The Communist Party, Caribbean Migrants and the Communist
International in Costa Rica in the 1920s and 1930s // The Journal of Caribbean History. 2011.
Vol. 45, iss. 2. P. 230, 235.

% Weesjes E. Children of the Red Flag. Growing Up in a Communist Family During the Cold
War: A Comparative Analysis of the British and Dutch Communist Movement: Doctoral thesis.
University of Sussex. 2010. P. 46.

% Smith S.A. Issues in Comintern Historiography // The Oxford Handbook of the History of
Communism / edited by S.A. Smith. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014. P. 196-197.

% Ani Mukheriji S. “Like Another Planet to the Darker Americas”: Black Cultural Work in 1930s
Moscow // Africa in Europe: Studies in Transnational Practice in the Long Twentieth Century /
edited by E. Rosenhaft, R. Aitken. Liverpool: Liverpool University Press, 2013. P. 122,
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M3BECTHBIX TNoNuTHUecKux nesareneit, kak [lonp Pobcon u Kak Pymen, kotopsie
OBUIM TECHO CBS3aHBI C KOMMYHHCTHYECKHM JIBIDKCHHEM® . KaHaackuil HCTOPHK
O. [IpaueBnu (O. Drachewych) ormewaer, 94To B 3TOT NEpHOA IO HHHUIIMATHBE
KomunTepHa Obul coznan MexayHapoAHbI KOMUTET MPO(COI030B HETPUTIHCKUX

38
pabounx™.

3akiiroueHue

Takum 00pa3oM, Hay4dHBIN CIOpP, HAYaJI0 KOTOPOMY OBUIO MOJIOKEHO HECKOJIBKO
necsatuietnii Hazan, B XX| Beke moyiydns1 HOBoe pa3Butue. Ha Bompoc o BIMAHHM
KOMUHTEPHOBCKOM TaKTUKH «KJAcC MPOTUB Kiacca» Ha paboyee NBIKEHHE U
CUTYAaIlMI0 B KOHKPETHBIX CTPaHAaX HEBO3MOKHO J1aTh OJHO3HAYHBIA OTBET, IOITOMY,
HE UCKJIFOUEHO, YTO KOJIMYECTBO MyOIMKalLMiA, MOCBAIIEHHBIX Kak KoMUHTEpHY, Tak
Y JIAaHHOW TakTWKe, OyleT pacTH, B TOM YHUCJIE U TOTOMY, YTO AHIJIOSA3BIYHBIC
MCTOPUKU Bce Oouibllle OOpallaloT BHUMAaHUE HA W3YYEHHUE KOMMYHHCTHUYECKOIO
JBUKEHUSI 1 OCOOCHHOCTEN JESATENIbHOCTH HAllMOHAJIBHBIX KOMIIAPTHUH, I/I€ MOJHOTA
UCCIIEJIOBAaHUsSI HEBO3MOXHA 0e3 aHanmu3a JeATenbHOCTH KoMMyHuCTHUeCcKOoro
uHTepHanoHana. CTOUT OTMETUTh, yTo OTKpbITHE (oHI0B PITACIIN (B TOM umcie
onucen Herputsauckoro Oropo Boctounoro ceKkperapuara HNKKU,
NHdopManmoHHBIX MaTepuangoB Mo ucropur KoOMHHTEpHA M MEXAYHApPOIHBIX
PEBOJIIOLIMOHHBIX OPraHU3alUi U JIp.) MO3BOJUIO «PEBU3MOHUCTAM» ONEPETHCS HA
KOHKpeTHbIE (akThl, ToBopsiue o0 ydactu KoMuHTEpHAa B aHTHKOJIOHUAJILHOM
Ooppbe (co3manue W (UHAHCHUPOBAHWE OpraHu3aIui, 3aHUMAaBIIUXCS DTOM
MOJIUTUKOM, TaKUX Kak, Hampumep, AHTHMMIEPUATMCTUYECKAs JIMra), B PEIICHUU
BOIIPOCOB 0€3pabOTHUIIBI M PAacOBOM cerperauu B LEJIOM psle CcTpaH (uepes
HallMOHaIbHbIE KoMOapTun). B To ke Bpemsi, (POHIBI, MOCBSIICHHbIE IEATEIbHOCTH
koMmyHuctudeckux maptuii (CLLA, BemukoOputanuu, I'epmanun, Utanuu u np.),
NOJKPEIUISIIOT apTyMEHTBI «TPAJAULIMOHAIIMCTOBY» B BOIIPOCAX YPE3MEPHOTO KOHTPOJIS
U CJIEAYIOIIETO 3a 3TUM HEraTUBHOTO BiusiHUS KOMHHTEpHA HA UX MOJUTHUKY.

) ) s
T

3" Adi H. Pan-Africanism and Communism: The Communist International, Africa and the
diaspora, 1919-1939. Trenton, NJ: Africa world press, 2013. P. 121.

%8 Drachewych O. Great Disappointment, Shifting Opportunities: A Glimpse into the Comintern,
Western European Parties and Their Colonial Work in the Third Period // Twentieth Century
Communism. 2020. Iss. 18. P. 150.
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Introduction

The tactics of class against class was proclaimed at the Ninth Plenum of the
Executive Committee of the Communist International (ECCI) (February 9-25, 1928).
It is believed that its implementation continued until 1934 (that period is sometimes
referred to as the Third Period of the Comintern) when, taking into account the need
for anti-fascist struggle, the leaders of the Comintern began to develop a new political
line known as the tactics of Popular Fronts. The relevance of the topic is accounted
for by the opening of the new archival collections (primarily in the Russian State
Archive of Socio-Political History (RGASPI)) that can contribute to the resolution of
controversial, poorly studied, or requiring rethinking issues related to this Comintern
tactics. The ongoing historiographical dispute in which researchers are trying to
assess the influence of the methods and ideology of the Third International on the
political situation in certain countries and in the world also speaks in favor of the
topicality of the author’s analysis." In the English-language historiography of the
Communist International, there are two conceptual approaches to its research —
traditionalist and revisionist approaches. The main studies written in accordance with
the traditionalist approach were published during the Cold War. In those publications,
the Comintern was referred to as a conduit for Moscow’s interests, and the period of
implementing the tactics of class against class was called the darkest hour in its
history, the moment when Stalinism triumphed in the Third International, which
caused maximum damage to the labor movement.? Representatives of the revisionist
concept, which took shape in the 1980s in the United States and Great Britain, noted
the increase in the number of communist parties’ members (primarily in the
Communist Party of Great Britain (CPGB) and the Communist Party of the USA
(CPUSA)) during the Third Period, which made it possible to pursue an independent
policy and, accordingly, enjoy popularity among the masses. These historians viewed
the Comintern as a group of national communist parties that had independence (of
different degrees and forms in different periods) in making key internal political
decisions.’

'LA. Suzdal'tsev, “Discussion in the English-language Historiography of the Communist
International” [in Russian], lzvestiya Yugo-Zapadnogo gosudarstvennogo universiteta. Seriya:
Istoriya i pravo, vol. 13, no. 6 (2023): 283-96, https://doi.org/10.21869/2223-1501-2023-13-6-283-
296

2LA. Suzdal'tsev, “The Policy of the Comintern towards the Communist Party of Spain as
Interpreted by Modern Historians,” Historia Provinciae — the Journal of Regional History, vol. 7,
no. 2 (2023): 652, https://doi.org/10.23859/2587-8344-2023-7-2-7

*LA. Suzdal'tsev, “Modern English Historiography of the Communist International” [in
Russian], Novaya i noveishaya istoriya. no. 4 (2021): 19-20.
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The debate in historical science continued in the 1990s, when the tactics of class
against class was called catastrophic for national communist parties* on the one hand
and on the other hand favorable for their policies, provided that they retained
significant autonomy from the Communist International.” At present, the number of
publications devoted to this issue, one of the most controversial ones in Comintern
studies, continues to increase. At the same time, most researchers adhere to the
traditionalist position and speak out about the destabilizing consequences of the Third
Period of the Comintern.

Main body

A number of historians come to the conclusion that the tactics of class against class
contributed to the isolation of the Communist Party of Germany (KPD), which
eventually was deprived of the opportunity to fight fascism together with the Social
Democrats. They see the Comintern those who are to blame for the rise of fascists to
power in Germany.® The British researcher G. Eley believes that the tactics of class
against class led to the democratic impoverishment of the Third International.’
Studying the influence of this tactics on the Communist Party of South Africa, his
compatriot A. Drew writes that that period was characterized by purges and
disintegration of alliances with other political groups, which caused serious
disorganization in the party. It lasted until the mid-1930s® when the situation
stabilized after the transition to the tactics of the Popular Fronts in 1935.

British historians J. Mcllroy and A. Campbell confirm their conclusion that the
struggle against the social fascists led to the isolation of the Comintern branches with

“1.D. Hargreaves, “The Comintern and Anti-Colonialism: New Research Opportunities,”
African Affairs, vol. 92, iss. 367 (1993): 255-61.

> M. Solomon, The Cry Was Unity: Communists and African Americans, 1917-1936 (Jackson,
MS: University Press of Mississippi, 1998), xxiv.

°J. Mcllroy, and A. Campbell, “‘For a Revolutionary Workers’ Government’: Moscow, British
Communism and Revisionist Interpretations of the Third Period, 1927-34,” European History
Quarterly, vol. 32, iss. 4 (2002): 535; J. Manley, “Moscow Rules? ‘Red’ Unionism and ‘Class
against Class’ in Britain, Canada, and the United States, 1928-1935,” Labour/Le Travail, vol. 56
(2005): 32; T. Twiss, “Trotsky and the Problem of Soviet Bureaucracy” (Doctoral diss., University
of Pittsburgh, 2009), 400-02; V. Pedersen, “It’s Hard to Be Popular: The Marine Workers
Industrial Union and the Coming of the Popular Front,” American Communist History, vol. 11,
iss. 3 (2012): 286; N. LaPorte, and R. Hoffrogge, Weimar Communism as Mass Movement.
1918-1933 (London: Lawrence & Wishart, 2017), 17; S.A. Smith, and S. Pons, Introduction to
vol. 1, World Revolution and Socialism in One Country 1917-1941, ed. S. Pons, and S.A. Smith,
The Cambridge History of Communism (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2017), 44.

" G. Eley, Forging Democracy: The History of the Left in Europe, 1850-2000 (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2002), 281.

8 A. Drew, Discordant Comrades. Identities and Loyalties on the South African Left (London &
New York: Routledge, 2000), 108, 132.
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a number of examples concerning European Communist parties: the French
Communist Party (PCF) lost 11 seats in parliament and its membership decreased
from 45 thousand members to 38 thousand in two years; the Communist Party of
Spain (PCPE) could not take advantage of the fall of the dictatorship in 1929, since
its leaders were arrested in Moscow; the Italian Communist Party (PCI) suffered
more from the Comintern than from the fascists, and a number of leaders were
expelled from it, among whom was A. Tasca.’

In the monograph devoted to the CPGB, British historians J. Eaden and D. Renton
also focus on the negative consequences of the tactics of class against class: the party
lost trade unionists, its membership decreased significantly, and it was partially
isolated from the political struggle in the country.® Similar theses regarding the
CPGB are present in the works of their compatriots J. Newsinger, M. Kavanagh, and
J. Luff.** American researcher J. Fowler writes that in the early 1930s, the Chinese
Communist Party was split by factionalism and almost destroyed due to the demands
of the Comintern to call for armed uprisings among workers and peasants.
A. Trapeznik comes to similar conclusions, only in relation to the Communist Party
of New Zealand during that period. He writes that the number of its members
decreased during those years, and any deviation from the policy demanded by
Moscow was pursued by immediate expulsion from the party.™

Studying the activities of William Kolisnik, a communist elected to the Winnipeg
City Council (USA) in the 1920s, American historian S. Epp proves that the ultra-left
tactics of the Comintern was also implemented at the grassroots level. Epp cites the
following fact of Kolisnik’s biography: he collaborated with trade unions earlier, but
he accused them of betraying the interests of the unemployed at the request of the
party in the late 1920s, initiated a conflict in the City Council and lost the municipal
elections in November 1930. According to the author of the article, that indicated the

? Mcllroy, and Campbell, “For a Revolutionary Workers’ Government,” 539-40.

103, Eaden, and D. Renton, The Communist Party of Great Britain since 1920 (New York:
Palgrave, 2002), 1, 31, 49.

1 J. Newsinger, “Recent Controversies in the History of British Communism,” Journal of
Contemporary History, vol. 41, iss. 3 (2006): 560-62; M. Kavanagh, “British Communism and the
Politics of Education, 1926-1968” (Doctoral thesis, University of Manchester, 2018), 37; J. Luff,
“Labor Anticommunism in the United States of America and the United Kingdom, 1920-49,”
Journal of Contemporary History, vol. 53(1) (2018): 123, 126.

12 3. Fowler, Japanese and Chinese Immigrant Activists. Organizing in American and
International Communist Movements, 1919-1933 (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press,
2007), 80.

B3 A. Trapeznik, “‘Agents of Moscow’ at the Dawn of the Cold War. The Comintern and the
Communist Party of New Zealand,” Journal of Cold War Studies, vol. 11, no. 1 (2009): 138.
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onset of the Third Period in Winnipeg."* In a monograph on racism in the United
States in the 1920s and 1930s, S. Epp’s compatriot M. Roman notes that in October
1930 the Comintern issued a resolution. It instructed the leaders of the Communist
Party of the United States (CP USA) to involve black workers in trade union life,
train them, and promote them to leadership positions. However, disregard for local
conditions by the leaders of the Comintern led to an even greater division of the
American working class.™

K. Morgan from Great Britain believes that simultaneously with the
implementation of the tactics of class against class, Stalinization of the Comintern
began. It consisted in fact that in order to subordinate most European communist
parties to Moscow, persons loyal to Stalin’s policy were brought to power. They
possessed absolute power and were ready to unquestioningly carry out the leader’s
instructions: E. Thalmann (KPD), K. Gottwald (KSC), G. Pollitt (CPGB), J. Lenski
(KPP), J. Diaz (PCPE), etc.'®

A. Ali Jan from Britain states that due to the purges in the Communist parties,
which began in 1928-29, many prominent communists who disagreed with the new
tactics of the Comintern, e.g. M. Roy, were expelled from the party.'” According to
Canadian historian J. Manley, General Secretary of the party J. Lovestone
represented such communists in the CPUSA.'™® American researcher M. Crooke
considers the tactics of class against class to be disastrous for the Japanese
communist movement. He writes that initially the Communist Party of Japan was
banned as a party calling for the overthrow of the monarchy, and by 1935 most of its
leaders had been arrested.”® An American M. Swagler notes that the intervention of
the Comintern in the internal affairs of the Communist Party of South Africa (SACP)
in the late 1920s plunged the party into factionalism, and the project to create its own
Black trade unions failed and thus isolatd the SACP from a significant part of the
country’s working class.?’ The rhetoric of Australian historian E. Smith is similar to
that of Swagler. Smith writes that the Third Period was disastrous for the African

'S, Epp, “A Communist in the Council Chambers: Communist Municipal Politics, Ethnicity,
and the Career of William Kolisnyk,” Labour/Le Travail, vol. 63 (2009): 93-94, 98.

> M. Roman, Opposing Jim Crow. African Americans and the Soviet Indictment of U.S. Racism,
1928-1937 (Lincoln & London: University of Nebraska Press, 2012), 15.

18 K. Morgan, International Communism and the Cult of the Individual. Leaders, Tribunes and
Martyrs under Lenin and Stalin (London: Springer, 2017), 42—-43.

7 A. Ali Jan, “A Study in the Formation of Communist Thought in India, 1919—1951” (Doctoral
diss., University of Cambridge, 2018), 59, 74.

'8 Manley, “Moscow Rules?,” 20.

19 M. Crooke, “Betraying Revolution: The Foundations of the Japanese Communist Party,” in
Master’s Projects and Capstones (University of San Francisco, 2018), 20-21.

20\, Swagler, “The Russian Revolution and Pan-African Marxism,” Review of African Political
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Communist parties: almost all daily activities ceased and the membership was
reduced to several dozen. At the same time, Smith quite rightly notes that the
Comintern participated in the creation of two organizations in the late 1920s. They
were the League against Imperialism and the International Committee of Trade
Unions of Negro Workers, which contributed to the strengthening of the anti-colonial
struggle.?

However, the number of studies whose authors note the positive results of the
Third Period of the Comintern is also growing. For example, a number of historians
believe that the membership of the CPGB increased at that time. A. Thorpe, a
researcher from Great Britain, explains it by the fact that the unemployed joined the
party due to the popularity of its program, and also by the fact that the CPGB worked
effectively in trade unions, defending the interests of the working class.”* His
compatriot N. Fishman believes that the CPGB was practically not affected by
Stalinization: the party apparatus only occasionally instructed local branches and they
retained democratic mechanisms.?

At the present stage, a number of works have been published by Canadian
researchers who adhere to the revisionist position regarding the Communist Party of
Canada (CPC). S. Forsyth and C. Patrias believe that in the late 1920s — early 1930s
the CPC played an important role in immigrant communities, led the unemployed
movement, and was popular with the intelligentsia.** 1. McKay denies the existence
of the “Moscow rules” of the Third Period in Canada, noting that the Canadian
realities (the participation of the CPC in trade unionism, the movement of the
unemployed, the fight against deportation) were weakly controlled by the
Comintern.” Studying the situation in the city of Regina, J. Brennan writes that the
prototype of the future Popular Front was created there several years before the

2LE, Smith, “National Liberation for Whom? The Postcolonial Question, the Communist Party
of Great Britain, and the Party’s African and Caribbean Membership,” International Review of
Social History, vol. 61 (2016): 287; E. Smith, “Against Fascism, for Racial Equality: Communists,
Anti-Racism and the Road to the Second World War in Australia, South Africa and the United
States,” Labor History, vol. 58, iss. 5 (2017): 679-82.

22 A. Thorpe, “The Membership of the Communist Party of Great Britain, 1920-1945,” The
Historical Journal, vol. 43, no. 3 (2000): 782, 799; A. Thorpe, “The Communist Party and the New
Party,” Contemporary British History, vol. 23 (2009): 487.

23 Cited in J. Mcllroy, and A. Campbell, “The Last Word on Communism,” Labour History
Review, vol. 70, iss. 1 (2005): 97.
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official proclamation; the city branch of the CPC was very influential: having headed
the branch of the National Association of the Unemployed, it was able to bring
8 thousand people to the May Day rally in 1930.%

In a number of publications, American researcher R. Storch notes that in the late
1920s and early 1930s the Chicago communists directed their influence towards
social groups that were new to them (African Americans, students, artists, writers)
and gradually gained authority in those circles;?’ during that period, membership in
the Chicago city branch of the CPUSA grew in the areas where the programmatic
attitudes of the communists concerned the problems of workers.”®

Several monographs were published in 2008 and 2011. In them, American
historians G. Gilmore, W. Howard, and M. Makalani write that communists
organized campaigns against unemployment, police brutality, and segregation in New
York, Birmingham in the early 1930s; they also contributed to the release of the
Scottsboro Boys (the 1931 trial of nine African-American young men who were
accused of rape and then acquitted by the jury) and promoted the idea of interracial
solidarity.?® Later, these theses were supported by American researcher J. Barrett.®
Their compatriot J. Zumoff came to the conclusion that the CPUSA played a leading
role in resolving the racial issue® and in raising the workers’ struggle for their
rights.** Zumoff also makes similar conclusions regarding the labor movements of
Cuba and Costa Rica.* The contribution of the British and Dutch Communist Parties

26 J.W. Brennan, ““The Common People Have Spoken with a Mighty Voice’: Regina’s Labour
City Councils, 1936-1939,” Labour/Le Travail, vol. 71 (2013): 57, 63.
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iss. 1 (2009): 27-28.
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the Cause of Freedom: Radical Black Internationalism from Harlem to London, 1917-1939
(Chapel Hill, NC: The University of North Carolina Press, 2011), 133-34.
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2014), 23.
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to solving the unemployment issue is noted by British researcher E. Weesjes** and the
contribution of the French Communist Party is pointed out by his compatriot
S. Smith.*

A number of works present positive assessments of the tactics of class against class
on the African continent. Historian from the United States S. Ani Mukherji
emphasizes that Moscow became the center of the black diaspora in Europe in the
first half of the 1930s; the USSR provided material support to organizations engaged
in anti-racist and anti-colonial propaganda.®® This idea is being developed by British
scholar H. Adi, who writes that the early 1930s were the period that gave rise to such
famous political figures as Paul Robson and Jacques Roumen, who were closely
associated with the communist movement.®” Canadian historian O. Drachewych notes
that the International Committee of Trade Unions of Black Workers was established
at the initiative of the Comintern during that period.*

Conclusion

Thus, the scientific dispute, which began several decades ago, has received a new
development in the 21% century. It is impossible to give an unambiguous answer to
the question of the influence of the Comintern tactics of class against class on the
labor movement and the situation in specific countries. Therefore, it is possible that
the number of publications devoted to both the Comintern and this tactics will grow,
among other things, because English-speaking historians are paying more and more
attention to the study of the communist movement and features of the national
communist parties, where the completeness of the study is impossible without an
analysis of the activities of the Communist International. It is worth noting that the
opening of the RGASPI collections (including the collections of the Negro Bureau of
the Eastern Secretariat of the ECCI, information materials on the history of the
Comintern and international revolutionary organizations, etc.) allowed the
revisionists to rely on specific facts that indicate the participation of the Comintern in
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the anti-colonial struggle (establishing and funding organizations involved in that
policy, such as the Anti-Imperialist League) and in solving the issues of
unemployment and racial segregation in a number of countries (through national
Communist parties). At the same time, the archival collections dedicated to the
activities of communist parties (of the USA, Great Britain, Germany, Italy, etc.)
reinforce the arguments of the traditionalists in the matters of excessive control and
subsequent negative influence of the Comintern on their policies.
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